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:| FIRST THINGS FIRST 


3 to 

rch. : 7 . . ’ 

‘ble es We must beware of adding anything to the power of the Word of God and 
lane 3 to the work of the Holy Spirit using that Word as His means, as the essentials 


in the salvation process. Other things may be helpful, perhaps. But essentials, 
no. We speak the truth in love, but love is no substitute for the truth. We 
minister in a context of concern, but concern is no substitute for the ministry 


of the Word. 


aub 


ra = We must beware of the danger here suggested because it represents the ever- 
2OV- : recurring tendency to seek to introduce works into a program of faith under 


and 


ded a new disguise. Whenever you stress the importance of what a witness does 
aec 


as well as what he says, you run the risk of elevating behavior to the level of 
testimony. And just as my good behavior — while necessary in a life of faith— 
is no substitute for faith, so also my behavior, in the communication of the Gos- 
pel, is no substitute for the Word which creates faith. 
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In this issue (p. 7) appears the 
first of four articles which will have 
to do with the new Christian Edu- 
cation curriculum now in the process 


of preparation for use in our Church. Vol. XIX March 15, 1961 No. 46 ( 





The articles will concentrate on the 
“foundation” papers which have been ie ; 
distributed to tell the Church about : 

the theological and educational prin- oS CONTENTS 
ciples the new curriculum will follow. oe 
We urge you to read the entire series 
carefully. If you want additional sets 
of the series, these will be available 
from the Weaverville office. 


ANOTHER ‘POPULAR’ VERSION __. mo 2 | 
Dr. William C. Robinson 























terian Journal in every home.” Some } 
CHANGE OF ADDRESS notices should be addressed to the business office, 


THE NEW CURRICULUM _ 7 
In our opinion, the Rev. Wick The Editor ) mi 
Broomall’s outlines on the trial and sit 
crucifixion of Jesus Christ in this EDITORIALS didn ae 
week’s Sunday School lesson are the . 7 
most thorough we have ever read. You A LAYMAN AND HIS CHURCH ae 
cannot go through one of his lessons Sis 
in a hurry. But for real help in Bi- ia iS i . re 
ble study we challenge you to try just SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON, March 26 nse socneisijaiiiaiaa 13 C. 
one of them with your Bible open. ol 
Several times he refers to “teacher” YOUTH PROGRAM, March 26 ee 
and “class.” But the lessons are equal- | 
ly valuable for Christians studyin Be 
» Sg ~~ THE CHURCH AT HOME iniconioka 16 ai 
5 ti 
HILDREN’S BIBLE STUDI ORO 
An RNS story tells of a Roman Cath- C S ES e : : 
olic priest who was among the first ‘. " . : 
to reach that jet airliner which BOOK REVIEWS --------- wana an neena n= : vine 3 
crashed in Belgium killing, among oth- tt 
ers, the entire American ice skating THE MAILBAG __. Oe TAI es = 24 = 
team. Father Joseph Cuyt, accord- ne 
ing to the story, reported: “I immedi- ‘ 
ately snatched the holy oil and jumped : : , 
into my car and made for the scene. Rev. G. Aiken Taylor, BI iciinincnite estes ; Editor hk 
I arrived just before the Fire Brigade. : ’ i tl 
The blaze raged and 1 coulda’t get Rev. Henry B. Dendy, D.D. Managing Editor . . 
near the plane. So I stopped at the NT . : 4 
idee ait eae and: Seed L. Nelson Bell, M.D., F.A.C.S. Associate Editor 4 . 
absolution.” — As we think on that in- ; Arthur H. Matthews __ scene __ Editorial Assistant r 
terpretation of Christianity we cannot 
help wondering if that priest honestly : 
believes he made it possible for souls THE PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL, a Presbyterian weekly magazine, devoted 
on that plane to gain Paradise? to the statement, defense, and propagation of the Gospel, the faith which 
was ence for all delivered to the saints, published every Wednesday by , @ 
the Southern Presbyterian Journal, Inc., in Weaverville, N. C. i 4 
We were very much pleased, recent- EDITORIAL CORRESPONDENCE should be addressed to P. O. Box 8108, Ashe ' I 
ly, to notice that the official Year ville, N. C. Editorial offices located in Asheville at 84 Kimberly Ave. F 
Book of the Men of the Church of one SUBSCRIPTION PRICES: $3 a year for individuals, $2 for members of Every I 
of the larger presbyteries lists for Family Plan churches. All correspondence regarding subscriptions, adver- 
1961 a project: “To promote the tising or other business matters should be addressed to the business office t 
Presbyterian Survey and the Presby- a ea ge N. C. Second-class mail privileges authorized at Weaver- , 
g 


7 fine leaders in that presbytery, Weaverville, N. C., allowing three weeks for change in the continental U. 8. 
no doubt. Change notices should include both old and new addresses. 
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Congo Missionaries 


NASHVILLE — A second evacua- 
tion of Presbyterian mission stations 
might prove necessary if the Congo 
situation gets any worse, the Board 
of World Missions has been informed. 
This was the essence of a short-wave 
radio message from the mission re- 
layed to Nashville by a Charlotte, N. 
C., amateur radio operator, Dr. Har- 
old M. Sluder. 


A missionary at Lubondai talked 
with Dr. Sluder and reported that ra- 
dio trinsmitters at three mission sta- 
tions, Katube, Mboi and Luebo, had 
been confiscated. He said he did not 
know how much longer he would be 
able to send messages, and there was 
the possibility that communications 


might be cut off. 





t 








The message, relayed shortly after 
communist-oriented Lumumbist forces 
had marched into Luluabourg, said 
that all Southern Presbyterians were 
safe at that time, and none had been 
harmed. It was also reported that 
one family with children and some of 


the women missionaries were being 
| transferred. 


The situation in the Kasai, center 
ef Southern Presbyterian missions, was 
described as “increasingly difficult.” 
In informing relatives of Congo per- 
sonnel of this report, Dr. C. Darby 
Fulton, the Board’s executive secre- 
tary, said: “I am sure that all of you 
will continue with us in prayer for 
the welfare and safety of our mis- 
sionaries,”” 





Bell Editorial Wins 
Award of Foundation 


VALLEY FORGE, Pa. — An edi- 
torial published in The Presbyterian 
Journal during 1960 has won Asso- 
ciate Editor L. Nelson Bell his fifth 
consecutive award from the Free- 
dom Foundation. 


“Surrender to Fear,” which ap- 
peared in the May 25 issue, was 
singled out by the foundation’s na- 
tional awards jury as “an outstand- 
ing achievement in helping to bring 
about a better understanding of the 
American Way of Life.” (The edi- 
torial will be re-printed in an early 
issue of the Journal.) 


Dr. Bell will get the George 
Washington Honor Medal in recog- 
nition of the achievement. 











NCC Move In Field 
Of Candidates Begins 


NEW YORK (RNS) — A project 
“to improve the quality of the Prot- 
estant clergy” was launched here with 
appointment of the first director of 
a new Ministry Studies Board. 


The National Council of Churches’ 
Ministry Department and the Ameri- 
can Association of Theological Schools 
cooperated in setting up the board and 
naming members. Its three-year pro- 
gram will be financed by a $120,000 
grant from Lilly Endowment, Inc. 


The board will help develop tech- 
niques to aid in identifying, selecting 
and evaluating ministerial candidates, 
according to its chairman, Dr. Milton 
Froyd, who is dean of Colgate Ro- 
chester Divinity School (American 
Baptist Convention) at Rochester, N. 
Y. He said that the board will dis- 
seminate information thus gathered 
to theology schools around the country 
and conduct training programs on the 
use of tests and techniques. 


Through this research, Dr. Froyd 
said, “we hope we can assist in set- 
ting up standards that will help our 
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New Rule Could Help 
Church Broadcasting 


WASHINGTON, D. C. (RNS) — 
In an action which may encourage 
more religious programming, the Fed- 
eral Communications Commission pro- 
posed a rule which would require radio 
and TV stations owners, upon making 
application for periodic license renew- 
als, to show what they have done “to 
meet community desires and needs” in 
religious broadcasts and other public 
service programs. 


The broadcaster would be required 
to submit a description of the area he 
serves, including its religious, business, 
educational and other local groups. He 
would be required to estimate the 
needs and interests of the area being 
served, to describe how this estimate 
was ascertained and “how complaints 
are handled.” 


The proposed rule stems from ex- 
tensive FCC investigation into the 
whole question of broadcasting ethics 
after disclosures of “payola” in broad- 
casting and “rigging” of TV quiz 
shows. The commission also has re- 
ceived complaints of some local sta- 
tions refusing to carry religious broad- 
casts. 


Observers believe the new rule 
would encourage more community serv- 
ice programs, including religious 
broadcasts, without resorting to legis- 
lative compulsion. The FCC has in- 
vited statements on the proposal from 
interested parties. 





seminaries select the best possible men 
to enter ministerial training.” The 
board also will develop a counseling 
device to help denominations guide 
ministerial candidates under the care 
of such agencies as presbyteries, di- 
oceses and church conferences. 


(Editor’s Note—In our December 
report of the NCC Assembly, we men- 
tioned that one of the immediate ob- 
jectives of the National Council was 
to secure a larger voice in the semi- 
naries of the denominations. This is 
the first step: guiding the selection of 
candidates.) 





‘Myth’ Is Important 
To Gospel, Says Pike 


SAN FRANCISCO (RNS) — Epis- 
copal Bishop James A. Pike of Cali- 
fornia, in a pastoral letter to his flock 
dealing with heresy charges leveled 
against him, said that religious myths 
have “an important place in the com- 
munication of the Gospel.” 


Bishop Pike has been charged by a 
group of Episcopalian ministers in 
Georgia with “disbelief in the Vir- 
gin Birth of our Lord, the doctrine 
of the Holy Trinity as stated by the 
Church and the necessity of salvation 
through Jesus Christ alone.” 


He denied these heresy charges 
earlier in a prepared statement and 
before that at a meeting of the Cali- 
fornia Episcopal diocese where he re- 
ceived a unanimous vote of confidence. 


In his pastoral Bishop Pike again 
described the Virgin Birth as a “myth” 
which, he observed, churchmen should 
be free to accept or reject. Comment- 
ing on the charges by the Georgia 
clergymen, he declared that he had 
‘no desire to prevent these various 
individuals from urging on their faith- 
ful the various non-essential beliefs 
and practices.” 


“I do not know — from on high— 
that they are wrong in asserting their 
particular interpretations,” he said. “I 
know that mine are within the limits 
of doctrinal orthodoxy permitted in 
our communion. Our Church has long 
left room for differing degrees of ac- 
ceptance as to the details of the nar- 
ratives late inserted (by humans) in- 


to the Gospel accounts.” 


(Editor’s Note — JOURNAL read- 
ers should realize that unbelief is wide- 
spread in the Church. This is what 
it looks like.) 





NCC-Aided TV Show 
Beamed at Children 


NEW YORK (RNS) — A unique 
experiment in children’s television — 
showing boys and girls who’ve never 
been to Sunday School “what God is 
like’ — is being launched in major 
U. S. cities. 


“Davey and Goliath,” a 15-minute 
animated puppet program filmed in 
color, was produced by the United Lu- 
theran Church in America’s Press, Ra- 
dio and Television Department. It is 
being promoted and distributed by the 





In Demand 


More than a month before publi- 
cation the Oxford and Cambridge 
University Presses, joint publishers, 
ordered a third printing of the 
New English Bible - New Testa- 
ment, bringing the printings in the 
United States to a total of over 
250,000 copies. Intense interest is 
being shown by the press, the 
clergy, and the general public. 
Booksellers are being asked to re- 
serve copies of the first edition, 
and the publishers have even re- 
ceived requests for autographed 
copies! 











National Council of Churches’ Broad- 
casting and Film Commission as part 
of its nationwide television ministry. 


The principal characters, Davey and 
his oversized dog Goliath, are ingenious 
figures of wire and foam rubber about 
seven inches high with an intricate 
mechanism that moves arms, legs, tor- 
so and neck. The animator places 
them in tiny sets built to scale, and 
stop-shot films them in a _ tedious 
process as changes are made in the 
character’s positions and movements. 
Forty-two seconds of completed film 
in an eight-hour day is considered 
excellent, R. T. Sutcliffe, ULCA ex- 
ecutive, said. 


Principal initial problem, however, 
was hitting upon a device to dramatize 
God to unchurched children, he said. 
The producers decided on the use of 
parables, the method Jesus used. But 
then, Mr. Sutcliffe said, “we came up 
against a concrete wall. The Good 
Samaritan on a donkey means nothing 
to a kid on Park Avenue. He doesn’t 
know what it is to ride a donkey and 
see a man lying on the side of the 
road. We discovered we had to build 
Christian parables for the present gen- 
eration.” 


As an example of how this was ac- 
complished he cited an adventure of 
Davey and Goliath when they get lost 
in a cave because of disobedience. La- 
ter they are found by a guide whose 
actions show Davey what God is like. 


In another episode the boy and dog 
are stranded on an island, left high 
and dry at low tide. When they are 
rescued at high tide the producers hope 
children will see in the dependability 
of the tides an evidence of God’s de- 
pendability. 


(See “What God Is Like,” p. 10). 


English PM and Queen 
Hail New Translation 


LONDON (RNS) — Prime Minister 
Harold Macmillan hailed the forthcom- 
ing publication of the New Testament 
portion of “The New English Bible,” 
declaring it was right to “‘take a fresh 
look from time to time even at familiar 
passages, in the light of the latest 
discoveries of scholarship and of the 
archeologists.” 


However, he stated that personally 
he preferred the Authorized King 
James Version, which he thought was 
“the greatest and most successful pub- 
lishing effort of all time.” 


The Prime Minister joined Dr. Geof- 
frey Francis Fisher, Archbishop of 
Canterbury, at a reception in Sta- 
tioners Hall to mark the 350th anniver- 
sary of the publication of the King 
James Bible. Dr. Fisher, who presid- 
ed at the reception, recalled that it 
was in Stationers Hall that the final 
manuscripts of the Authorized Version 
were prepared for the printing press, 
and that the Archbishops of Canter- 
bury have been directly related to the 
Hall since its first royal charter in 
1557. 


Mr. Macmillan said he “loved” the 
Authorized Version and thought it the 
best of the versions so far produced. 
He said he liked his “old wine in old 
bottles, rather than in the strictly more 
accurate wineskins’” of the new re- 
vised translation. 


Read at the reception was a letter 
from Queen Elizabeth II who said the 
translation of the Bible into English 
in the 17th century “came like a broad- 
ening beam of light to our forefathers, 
giving them the right and the power 
to search out for themselves the saving 
truths of the Christian religion.” 


The Queen added that she was glad 
that in her reign a new English version 
was being prepared and she was await- 
ing with great interest the New Testa- 
ment translation to be published this 
year. Translated into current Eng- 
lish from the original Hebrew and 
Greek, the new Bible is the work of an 
interdenominational committee of Bib- 
lical scholars representing 11 major 
church groups in the British Isles. 


Launched in 1947, the completed 
translation of the New Testament was 
formally approved by the committee 
on March 23, 1960. Still being trans- 
lated are the Old Testament and the 
Apocrypha, which are expected to be 
published in several years. 
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Another ‘Popular’ Version 


THE NEW ENGLISH BIBLE, The New Testament 


Oxford Press, Cambridge Press, 1961, 447 pp. $4.95. 


British biblical scholars with the 
help of literary authorities have here 
rendered the New Testament into the 
English of the day. Indeed, so mod- 


' ern is this translation that Dr. Luther 


Weigle of the Revised Standard Ver- 


' sion (RSV) classifies this New Eng- 
| lish Bible (NEB) not with the King 


alta 


James Version (KJV) nor with the 
American (Standard) Version (ASV), 
but with such popular renditions as 
those by Moffatt, Goodspeed and Phil- 
lips. Perhaps, Weigle fears that the 
beauty and dignity of the KJV will 
continue to be appropriate for Chris- 
tian worship, that the ASV will be 


| used for the exact rendering of the 
} critical text, that this NEB will serve 





those who wish modern speech — and 
what will his RSV do then? 


As a presentation of Greek in cur- 
rent English this translation will prove 
invaluable for the preacher and in- 
teresting for the popular study of the 
Word. Some of the phrases which 
catch the eye are: 


“You can take it from me,” Gal. 5:3. 

“At my wit’s end,” Gal. 4:2. 

“Things are at their worst,’’ Eph. 
6:13. 

“Shovel,” Matt. 3:12. 
angels,” Matt. 18:16. 

“Whose debt ran into millions,” 18: 
24. “So unteachable,” 19:8. 

“When, therefore, a teacher of the 
law has become a learner in the 
kingdom of Heaven,” 13:52. “You 
did not learn this from mortal 
man,” 16:17. 

“Sit in state with you,” Mark 10:33. 
“Horror and dismay . . . my heart 
is ready to break with grief,” 
14:32. 

“No bullying; no blackmail; make 
do with your pay,” Lk. 3:14. 
“His heart went out to him.” Lk. 

16:20. 


“Guardian 
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“In their greed for money they will 
trade on your credulity with sheer 
fabrications.” II Peter 2:3. 

“Do not cling to me,” Jn. 20:17. 

“Very selves,” Rom. 12:1. “Be not 
conceited,” 12:3. 

“Faithful to his one wife,” 
3:2. 

“Men will love nothing but money 
and self,’ II Tim. 3.2. 

“In him the complete being of God 
came to dwell,” Col. 1:19. 

“The ABC,” Heb. 5:12. 

“Jesus Christ who reigns in glory,” 
James 2:1. 

“AND WHAT IS FAITH? Faith 
gives substance to our hopes, and 
makes us certain of realities we 
do not see.” Heb. 11:1. 

In their introduction, our British 

cousins assure us that they are offer- 


I Tim. 


THE ENGLISH BIBLE — A HIS- 
TORY OF TRANSLATIONS, by F. F. 
Bruce, Oxford University Press, 1961, 
230 pp. $3.75. 


The ever increasing interest today 
for a better understanding of the Eng- 
lish Bible has caused the distinguished 
professor of Biblical Criticism, Uni- 
versity of Manchester, England to 
probe deeply into the history and ori- 
gin of various translations which have 
sought to present God’s Word in the 
language of the common man. 


This is a comprehensive study of the 
various translations of the Bible in the 
English language. In his book, THE 
ENGLISH BIBLE, Dr. Bruce leads his 
readers from the earliest beginnings 
of our English Bible down through 
the appearance of successive transla- 
tions, each of which has met the need 
of its particular period. Fascinating 
bits of information about Tyndale’s 
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ing a translation not a paraphrase, but 
later they permit the line between 
translation and commentary to become 
very thin, and evidence this in sundry 
places. The three Greek negatives in 
John 1:13 are translated into two in 
the NEB. The Greek which means 
the Lord becomes our Master with 
marginal reading, Its Owner, in Mark 
11:3, a clear case of commentary rath- 
er than translation. I Cor. 2:4, “it 
carried conviction by spiritual power,” 
is certainly a paraphrase. The perfect 


translation, the Elizabethan Bible and 
the Douay version, for instance, are 
included. 


One cannot read this history without 
being impressed with the honesty, sin- 
cerity and scrupulous integrity of the 
author to present this fascinating story 
which combines divine guidance with 
human tenacity and devotion of both 
the translators and the printers. 


This history brings together a wealth 
of facts and information which have 
previously been available only in sep- 
arate studies of a specialized nature. 


Laymen as well as Ministers will 
welcome this very comprehensive study 
and it is further hoped that it will 
serve as a means of preparation for 


THE NEW ENGLISH BIBLE itself. 


-Paul F. Warren, D.D. 
Asheville, N. C. 
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used of Christ’s being raised from the 
dead in contrast with the aorist in 
the other clauses is ignored in I Cor. 


15:4. “Whose worship is spiritual’ in 
Phil. 3:3 is a dodge between two read- 
ings, the preferable one meaning: who 
worship by the Spirit of God. 


In this rendering into current Eng- 
lish, the great theological words of the 
Christian faith drop out. Redeem be- 
comes liberate, set free, or buy free. 
Predestinate in Paul becomes destine 
or decree. It is retained in First 
Peter of Jesus. Saints are dedicated 
ones. First Corinthians fifteen is 
headed life after death, rather than 
the resurrection of the dead. Mystery 
becomes hidden purpose. Inspiration 
is changed to inspired and in the pas- 
sage II Tim. 3:16, the great Greek 
adjective theopneustos is further 
weakened by being shifted from the 
predicate which it occupies in the 
Greek into the modifying and qualify- 
ing position in the NEB. Here the 
KJV is a fairer rendering of the 
Greek. 


The great Reformation doctrine is 
pauperized by the omission of the word 
impute from the NEB and its place 
taken by the weaker count. Moreover, 
justification is “in virtue of their 
faith,” Rom. 3:30, rather than simply 
of or by faith grasping of Christ and 
His righteousness. Indeed the right- 
eousness of God is at times rendered 
“God’s way of righting wrong,’ Rom. 
1:17; 3:22. Perhaps the most flagrant 
disregard of the Greek terminology is 
the rendering orge (wrath) not as 
wrath but only as retribution and the 
translation of hilasterion and its cog- 
nates not as propitiation but only as ex- 
piation or as remedy. Thus the NEB 
depersonalizes the living God in accord 
with the thinking of Dr. C. H. Dodd, 
but out of harmony with the Greek 
and Hebrew originals as Dr. Leon 
Morris has ably shown in his THE 
APOSTOLIC PREACHING OF THE 
CROSS. The Lord’s personal action 
in punishing the wicked can scarcely 
be penned in more forcible language 
than that used in Ezek. 7:8-9 and in 
II Thess. 1:7-9. 


The New Testament is the testimony 
to and the covenant of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. What says the NEB of Him 
Whom angels worship? In general it 
follows the low Christology of the 
RSV. In the Voice from heaven the 
Father addresses His Beloved as Thou, 
Ananias in Acts uses Thy speaking 
to the exalted Lord, and the praises 
of Heaven heard in the Revelation so 


worship Christ. Then, forgetting that 
earth ought to reflect heaven, confes- 
sors, disciples, suppliants are all made 
to address him as man, you. Even 
in the judgment scenes in Matthew 
chapters seven and twenty-five, these 
translators speak of Jesus as you. 
We suggest that when these same 
scholars kneel before the KING on His 
great white throne they will use pro- 
nouns appropriate to Deity, Thou, 
Thine, Thee. 


The use of you for Jesus in the 
conversion of Paul is also peculiarly 
objectionable since the whole context 
and the words of the Lord in the 
great ego eimi language of the living 
God make it clear that the exalted 
Lord is the subject who identifies Him- 
self as Jesus the persecuted. “I, even 
I Myself, (the Lord of Glory), am 
Jesus of Nazareth whom you are per- 
secuting.” Paul used the appropriate 
language that a Hebrew of the He- 
brews would use as he was confronted 
by the LORD of his fathers in a the- 
ophany: “Who art Thou, LORD?” 


At times the regular word for wor- 
ship is rendered in a lower English 
term when addressed to Jesus than 
when addressed to an angel in Revela- 
tion. The adjective mere is gratuitous- 
ly introduced into the text in John 
10:33 and attached to man as used of 
Jesus. The Centurion is made to say 
in Mark and Matthew 27:54 “a son 
of God,” though in the mockery in 
the preceding context the same phrase 
is rendered “the Son of God” and 
“God’s Son,” as it is also rendered 
in Matt. 14:33 “the Son of God.” This 
is a clear case of the translators for- 
getting their true function and becom- 
ing commentators. Because they do 
not think that a Roman officer of the 
first century could have said the Son 
of God does not prove that Matthew 
would not have so declared. Indeed, 
in the first Gospel the only persons 
whose faith Jesus commended were 
another Roman centurian and a Greek 
woman. Grammatically, E. C. Col- 
well, supported by B. Metzgar, C. 
Moule, Debrunner and the English 
translator of his great Greek Gram- 
mar, Funk, shows that when a predi- 
cate nominative precedes the verb it 
is definite by position. 


It is a pleasure to note that the 
first chapter of Hebrews is a distinct 
improvement on the rendering of the 
same in the RSV. In the RSV, Jesus 
is “a Son” who “reflects the glory of 
God and bears the very stamp of His 
nature.” In the NEB He is “the Son” 


... “The Son who is the effulgence * 


of God’s splendor and the stamp of 
God’s very being,” and in 1:9 as in 
1:8 He is addressed as, “O God.” Like- 
wise the NEB is better than the 1946 
RSV, but not as good as the 1881 and 
1901, in its treatment of the best 
attested rendering of John 1:18. The 
three oldest manuscripts give “the 
only God who dwells in the bosom of 
the Father,” or “God only-begotten.” 
This occurs in the margin of 1881, 
1901, as the second marginal reading 
in NEB, and was entirely omitted in 
RSV, 1946. The NEB ascribes John 
3:16 to Jesus, the RSV denies it to 
Him by closing the quotation with 
3:15. 


The NEB has the correct textual 
evidence under Matthew 1:16, whereas 
the RSV 1952 had an erroneous state- 
ment reflecting on the Virgin Birth 
of Christ taken from the misstatement 
of the witnesses in Throckmorton’s 
GOSPEL PARALLELS. On the oth- 
er hand, the NEB follows Moffatt and 
the RSV in mistranslating the Greek 
verb in Luke 1:34 so as to make Mary 
say, what the woman at Sychar did 
say in John 4:17, “I have no husband.” 
Not only does this not translate truly 
the Greek verb, but it is a statement 
that a betrothed Jewess of the first 
century could not have made. She 
did have a legal husband, Joseph. F. 
C. Grant in his INTRODUCTION TO 
NEW TESTAMENT THOUGHT sug- 
gested that the Virgin Birth could be 
eliminated from Luke by the omis- 
sion of some six Greek words, four in 
1:34. Now such an overt excision 
would not be permitted, but both the 
RSV and the NEB have taken the 
edge off of the testimony of this verse 
by their erroneous rendering of the 
Greek verb. 


Our conclusion? The greatest value 
that we see in these new translations 
of the Bible is in the re-enforcement 
they give to the testimony of our 
Church that the Old Testament in He- 
brew and the New in Greek are the 
ultimate sources of appeal and as such 
should become the tools of our min- 
istry. Preach the Word, God’s Word. 
Use every translation to help you at- 
tain thereunto . . but rest in no 
rendering until you have checked it 
with the original. 


: * * . * 


Dr. Robinson is professor of history 
at Columbia Seminary, Decatur, Ga. 





It is never safe to trust God’s busi- 
ness to the man who neglects his own. 
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The first of four articles on new teaching materials now in preparation 


The New Curriculum 


INTRODUCTION — BACKGROUND 


For several years, now, special 
groups have been engaged in the prep- 
aration of a whole new schedule of 
Sunday School (and other educational) 
literature for the Church, at the be- 
hest of the Board of Christian Educa- 
tion in Richmond. 


Committees have been studying the 
literature problem and have reached 
an agreement on what the curriculum 
should contain. 


“Guinea pig” churches have been 
trying out new ideas in a bold pro- 
gram of experimentation with classes 
and study groups exploring new ways 
to teach. 


Committees small and large have 
been poring over documents setting 
forth the principles which the educa- 
tional program should follow. As many 
as fifty persons at a time have been 
engaged in study and writing sessions 
in which “foundation” papers have 
been prepared. 


As of this writing, four major 
“foundation” papers have been pub- 
lished and distributed across the Church 


at large, describing the plans of the 
Board for the new literature in such 
areas as, 1) The nature and use of the 
Bible in the educational work of the 
Church; 2) The nature of the Church 
as a Covenant community and its sig- 
nificance for the educational work of 
the Church; 3) Relating the Christian 
faith to life through the educational 
work of the Church; and 5) The teach- 
ing-learning process to be used in the 
educational work of the Church. Two 
or three others are ready for distribu- 
tion, chiefly No. 4, “Three Approaches 
into The Christian Faith.” 


Obviously these “foundation” papers, 
setting forth basic principles to be fol- 
lowed, are of utmost concern to every 
Presbyterian interested in the educa- 
tional program of his Church. 


Throughout this year the “founda- 
tion” papers — representing the phil- 
osophy of the new literature which 
ultimately will roll from the presses— 
will be brought to the attention of the 
Church in a wide-spread publicity and 
promotional campaign. Also some 
time this year the actual preparation 


THE EDITOR 


of Sunday School lesson materials will 
begin. 


* 7 * . ° 


Because of the obvious importance 
of this effort the Journal will give 
major attention to the proposed new 
curriculum and, especially, to the 
“foundation” papers just released. We 
expect to do this in a series of three 
articles beginning in the next issue. 
These articles will center on basic con- 
cepts set forth in the “foundation” 
papers. 


The present remarks are intended 
to furnish an introduction and back- 
ground for the articles to follow. Here 
we are talking about the origins of the 
curriculum improvement program and 
the general direction it seems to be 
taking. 


Ours is not the only denomination 
undertaking an overhaul of its educa- 
tional curriculum. Several others are 
doing the same thing. The United 
Church of Christ, for instance, is 
spending its own million or more dol- 
lars in a parallel effort which is due 








National Council Says 12 Denominations Jointly Plan Curriculum 


ST. LOUIS, Mo. (RNS) — Twelve 
major denominations are now jointly 
planning a curriculum for their Chris- 
tian education programs, it was an- 
nounced at the annual meeting of the 
National Council of Churches’ Divi- 
sion of Christian Education here. 


The Cooperative Curriculum Project 
brings “a new dimension to interde- 
nominational curriculum planning,” 
the Rev. Ray L. Henthrone of St. 
Louis, chairman of the project’s ad- 
ministrative committee, told some 1,- 
500 delegates. He said the project 
was “based on the concept that all the 
program building agencies of the 
Church, not Christian education alone, 





are considered to be part of the cur- 
riculum planning process.” 


“Our planning,” he said, “will take 
in not only the Sunday School, but 
also weekday programs, adult groups, 
women’s work, men’s clubs, and many 
other groups — for it will be related 
to the whole life and mission of the 
Church.” 


Mr. Henthrone explained that “we 
will be working on the design and 
plan of curriculum. The denomina- 
tions will preserve their separate iden- 
tities in the materials which finally 
reach the local churches.” The new 
curriculum plan, he added, is expect- 
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ed to be finished by March, 1964, and 
in the meantime other denominations 
have the project under consideration. 


Currently participating in the co- 
operative effort are: Advent Christian 
Church, American Baptist Convention, 
Christian Churches (Disciples of 
Christ), Church of the Brethren, 
Church of God (Anderson, Ind.), and 
Church of the Nazarene. 


Also Evangelical and Reformed 
Church, Evangelical United Brethren 
Church, Presbyterian Church in Can- 
ada, Presbyterian Church in the U. S. 
(Southern), The Methodist Church 
and United Church of Canada. 






1961 





for completion about the same time. 
And one of the very interesting things 
about these various efforts is that they 
seem to be coming out essentially at 
the same places. 


Each denomination, of course, is 
stamping its own program with the 
unique or distinctive character of its 
particular witness. But in several es- 
sential areas the philosophies of the 
separate programs are significantly 
alike. 


The Religious News Service story 
on p. 7 of this issue will explain why 
this is so. In the first place, there 
are at least 12 denominations working 
together to standardize their curricula 
according to “a new dimension in in- 
terdenominational curriculum plan- 
ning,’ as the story reports. 


In the second place, the separate 
programs are being carried out un- 
der the oversight and direction of the 
Division of Christian Education of the 
National Council of Churches, which 
publishes its views for the guidance 
of the Churches in the International 
Journal of Religious the 
“bible” of educators. This is to say 
that the denominations are deriving 
the thought-forms and the basic prin- 
ciples which they are adapting for use 
in their separate educational programs 
from a central source: the National 
Council of Churches. 


Education, 


This means that the basic principles 
set forth for use by the Presbyterian 
Church, U. S., have taken on a weird 
aspect, in some cases embodying con- 
cepts almost impossible to understand 
— as the authors tried to adapt ideas 
and expressions often incompatible 
with Reformed theology to declara- 
tions of principle based on Reformed 
theology. 


Some of the concepts appearing in 
the “foundation” papers will not — 
could not—be incorporated into actual 
lesson materials written by members of 
the Presbyterian Church, U. S., as 
they produce the lessons which will 
be used in the churches. But the con- 
cepts are in the “foundation” papers 
because these were prepared according 
to the ecumenical pattern as the story 


= 


on p. 7 suggests. 

For example: The papers are full 
of existential expressions (“‘The Bible 
is witness and instrument of revela- 
tion”; “The Church comes to the 
world as Church” — notice the regular 
omission of definite articles: a wit- 
ness, an instrument, the Church) 
which almost no one _ understands. 
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That the curriculum writers do not 
mean to do violence to the faith held 
dear by Presbyterians is abundantly 
proven by the fact that they are quite 
willing to change the language and the 
phraseology where it is demonstrated 
to be incompatible with Reformed the- 
ology. But the question remains: 
Where did the weird concepts come 
from in the first place? They came 
from “‘ecumenical”’ sources, chiefly the 
National Council of Churches. And 
they were incorporated into the cur- 
riculum papers of the Presbyterian 
Church, U. S., because this Church is 
preparing material designed to dove- 
tail with the material of a dozen other 
denominations. 


This distinction (between the prin- 
ciples found in the “foundation” pa- 
pers and the teachings which will ac- 
tually find their way into the Sunday 
Schools of the land) is very important, 
because it will determine the attention 
which we give the whole curriculum 
improvement program in 
issues of the 


succeeding 
JOURNAL. When we 
analyze critically this or that concept 
within the “foundation” papers, we 
will not be necessarily implying any- 
thing at all about the lesson material 
later to appear. We will be com- 
menting on the “constitutional” ma- 
terial derived in large measure from 
NCC sources directly and radical edu- 
cational authorities indirectly. 


* * a * * 


It is worth noting that one of the 
chief participants in the ecumenical 
movement, the U.P. U.S.A. Church 
(Northern Presbyterian) is not repre- 
sented among the twelve denomina- 
tions now preparing unified curricu- 
lum programs. 


This is because the U. P. U. S. A. 
Church has already prepared its pro- 
gram: The Faith and Life Curricu- 
lum with which some of the readers 
of the Journal will already be familiar. 
The U. P. U. S. A. material is a sort 
of “pilot’”’ material for the others. In 
general, the principles later to be sug- 
gested to all the Churches were first 
worked out and then tested out in 
the U. P. U. S. A. Church. If you 
want to see, therefore, what the fram- 
ers of the unified curriculum move- 
ment would like to have adopted 
by all of the denominations, get some 
samples of the Faith and Life Curricu- 
lum. 

1K od oe * « 


As we proceed to the study of im- 
portant concepts laid down in the 





“foundation” papers before the 
Church we will have a chance to ob- 
serve two things: first, it will be pos- 
sible to see the direction modern re- 
ligious education is taking. Now the 
Presbyterian Church, U. S., may not be 
ready to go “all out” in this direction 
and again we repeat that a criticism 
of the principles contained in the 
“foundation” papers may mean noth- 
ing more than that it is very difficult 
(and occasionally impossible) to adapt 
some of the notions of modern, radical 
theology for the use of Reformed 
Christians. 


In the second place, however, these 
“foundation” papers afford a_ look, 
not only at the way we are going, but 
also at the way we have been. 


. This is to say that the philosophy 
of education which has been formulat- 
ed and has now been put on paper is 
not only a statement of the intentions 
of some leaders in education, it is also 
an explanation of certain past actions 
which we may have had some difficulty 
understanding at the time—for these 
ideas were not conceived overnight. 
They have been influencing our litera- 
ture for some time. Now that we see 
them in print we can understand bet- 
ter why the literature has already 
been characterized by a_ certain 
“flavor.” 


Have you wondered why the Bible 
content of our literature has been re- 
duced? The “foundation” papers make 
a great deal of the fact that the Bible 
is not to be taken as the sole curricu- 
lum source. They frankly state that 
Sunday School lessons do not always 
need to be based on Bible passages. 
The history of the Church, art in the 
Church and man’s existential situation 
(“life under the Lordship of Christ’) 
may be taken as fruitful subjects of 
study. 


Have you wondered why there is 
sometimes a lack of definite teaching 
material and you are left to improvise 
“interest activities” to take up time in 
a Sunday School class? The “founda- 
tion” papers suggest that activities and 
relationships are as important in re- 
ligious learning as Bible study. 

Have you fretted about the ap- 
parent lack of appreciation in the lit- 
erature of the Church, for the Bible as 
the inspired Word of God? The new 
curriculum frankly distinguishes be- 
tween the Bible and actual revelation, 
calling the Book only “witness and in- 
strument” of revelation, which is some- 


(Cont. on p. 20, col. 1) 
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“I am creating a Memorial 
in your name” 


Words such as these would bring joy to the heart of 
a loved one. They would mean that you are perpetuat- 
ing that one’s name and Christian influence, whether 
he or she is still carrying on the work of the Lord or 


their work here has been completed. 


Many dedicated Christians have been honored by a 
Memorial Fund established with the Board of World 
Missions. Many of these funds have been started with 
small amounts and added to at a later time, by the 
original donor or by other interested parties. The 
income from these funds is used to finance the work 


of Christian missions in foreign lands. 


If you wish to thus honor a loved one, we will be 
happy to help you in setting up a Memorial Fund 


exactly as you desire. Please write for further infor- 


mation and a free copy of our 
folder, “A Gift that Lives For- 


ever.” Address 











CURRY B. HEARN, TREASURER 
RoaRD OF VORLD Missions 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE UNITED STATES 
POST OFFICE BOX 330, NASHVILLE 1, TENN. 


" To Forelgu Alissions a Share” 
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EDIJORIALS — 


What Can We Accomplish? 


This issue (p. 7) contains the first 
of four articles on the Covenant Life 
Curriculum (the new Sunday School 
literature) being prepared by the 
Board of Education for the Presby- 
terian Church, U. S. 


These “foundation” papers have 
been in preparation and have been 
widely publicized for a long while. 
Why has the Journal waited so long 
to comment on them and what do we 
hope to accomplish through the series 
of articles now beginning? 


We first saw the “foundation” pa- 
pers almost a year ago. Since that 
time we have been in communication 
with the Board of Education and with 
planners of the curriculum program, 
discussing their meaning, asking about 
their interpretation for actual lesson 
use, exploring the origins of some of 
their ideas, debating the merits of this 
or that expression. 


We have found the architects of the 
curriculum program receptive to sug- 
gestions and amenable to reason. We 
have observed their willingness to make 
changes where mutual understandings 
have been reached. As a result of 
their desire to produce the best pos- 
sible effect upon the Church, there 
are concepts appearing in ‘“founda- 
tion” papers published of late that 
tend to correct erroneous impressions 
appearing in those first published. 


There seems little doubt that the 
new literature, when it appears, will be 
an improvement over the old. 


At the same time, the “foundation” 
papers which constitute the “consti- 
tution” of the program have been influ- 
enced by the central coordinating 
effort of the National Council of 
Churches which is “overseeing” not 
only the work being done on Presby- 
terian, U. S., literature but also that 
of 11 other denominations (see story, 
p. 7). Those directing the Presby- 
terian program have “stamped” it 
with our own viewpoints, thus avoid- 
ing the extremes to which the United 
Church of Christ (for instance) has 
gone (see “They Have Streamlined 


Christ,” Journal, Dec. 21, p. 10) in 
its own curriculum development pro- 
gram. 


However, a similarity remains. The 
United Church of Christ is not interest- 
ed in Covenant theology and we are. 
But the United Church of Christ be- 
lieves in a doctrine of “Community” 
in the essential life of the Church. 
And the “Covenant” concept being 
written into the Presbyterian curricu- 
lum is a far cry from historic Cov- 
enant theology. If you were to sub- 
stitute the word “Community” for 
the word “Covenant” wherever it ap- 
pears in the Presbyterian papers you 
would have statements remarkably like 
those appearing in the United Church 
of Christ’s curriculum. The basic def- 
inition is also the same: “To be in 
Covenant with God is to be in Com- 
munity with men” (Paper No. II. VI). 


Moreover the whole program is fol- 
lowing the pattern of the “pilot” pro- 
gram originally developed to work out 
the principles now being adopted by 
the 12 participating denominations. 
This was the “Faith and Life Curricu- 
lum” of the U.P.U.S.A. (Northern 
Presbyterian) Church. 


Of course no “constitution” is any 
more binding than those who follow 
choose to make it. We are persuaded 





What God Is Like 


Another theme appearing in 
children’s literature and visual 
aids of denominations working 
under the auspices of the NCC 1s 
the “what God is like” theme. 
You noticed it in the story on p. 
4, telling of the boy and his dog 
TV series. You will also notice 
it, weekly, in the Junior story 
leaflet your child brings home 
from Sunday School — pleasant 
stories about children and things 
that presumably have a moral. 
But the Lord Jesus did not say 
that we could look at any man 
and see “what God is like.” He 
said only, “He that hath seen 
ME hath seen the Father.” 





that the faults of the “foundation” 
papers will no more necessarily be re- 
flected in the study lessons, when these 
are actually prepared, than the the- 
ology of the Confession is invariably 
reflected in the preaching and teach- 
ing of those who have subscribed to it, 
People manage to say what they want 
to these days. 


Some may protest that those respon- 
sible to the Board of Education as- 
sume an obligation to write only about 
things which are not contrary to the 
Confession. True. But that doesn’t 
necessarily mean that things haven’t 
appeared in the literature that would 
make the Westminster divines turn 
over in their graves. Some time ago 
(Mar. 16, 1960) we had something to 
say about the Pioneer S. S. lesson on 
II Isaiah. We have gone through the 
Confession and haven’t found II Is- 
aiah. And more recently (Jan. 25, 
1961) we discussed a Senior series of 


(Cont. on p. 18, col. 2) 





The Issues Are 
Clearer, Now 


Two extremely significant stories 
have gained national attention within 
recent weeks. One of these is the story 
of the National Council of Churches’ 
feud with the House Un-American Ac- 
tivities Committee in general and the 
film, “Operation Abolition” (depict- 
ing the student riots in San Francisco 
last year), in particular. The other 
story has to do with the storm that 
Bishop Pike (one of the architects of 
the Blake-Pike proposal for Church 
union) has created by his virtual de- 
nial of every important Christian doc- 
trine. 


Out on the West Coast, the Board of 
Directors of the Northern California- 
Nevada Council of Churches passed a 
resolution against the controversial 
film, saying that it shouldn’t be shown 
unless someone was available to prop- 
erly “interpret” it to viewers. This 
action by the. West Coast Council was 
given wide publicity by the Nationa! 
Council of Churches, naturally. 


But the Rev. Curtis R. Nims, pastor 
of the First Baptist Church of San 
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Francisco has resigned from the Board 
of Directors in protest against their 
action. Mr. Nims, who explained that 
he was present during the hearings 
last year said, “I believe the film pre- 
sents a fair representation of the de- 
plorable events surrounding the City 
Hall riots.” 


In a personal communication to this 
office, the Mayor of San Francisco, 
Mr. George Christopher, reiterated a 
previous release in which he said, “The 
film speaks for itself. If these people 
had not disrupted these meetings, there 
would have been no need for police ac- 
tion. Known communists were in the 
lead of this demonstration. The stu- 
dents were dupes who joined the causes 
of these agitators, believing it an in- 
nocent, harmless expression of civil lib- 
erties, not realizing that while they 
were doing this, they were at the same 
time violating every precept of the 
liberties they professed to cherish. As 
much as they may now wish to ‘pro- 
test,’ I must say that these people did 
violate every rule of conduct, and the 
police were left with no alternative. 
The pictures speak for themselves. 
They are true — they are authentic— 
they tell the real story — and of 
course, they are most unfortunate, to 
say the least.” 


In the other story making recent 
national headlines, Bishop Pike’s de- 
nials of Christian verities are well-nigh 
unbelievable. He was quoted in the 
San Francisco Examiner as saying, 
“Jesus with His Jewish mind of a man, 
Himself could not have understood the 
doctrine of the Trinity.” In the Chris- 
tian Century he wrote, “To say that 
no one is saved except through the 
earthly Jesus Christ would be impos- 
sible.” 


However unpleasant such items in 
the news may be, they do serve a use- 
ful purpose. For too long the true 
intentions of some leaders of the ecu- 
menical “movement” have been hidden. 
The issues are now clearer. When the 
overtures deciding the future of Pres- 
byterianism are debated at the up- 
coming meeting of the General Assem- 
bly (urging the Church to be “re- 

ewed for mission’), those who cast 
their votes will be better informed. 


d His Church 


Dr. L. Nelson Bell 





CHRISTIAN EDUCATION AND ‘THE WILL OF GOD’ 


There is a new philosophy of Chris- 
tian education abroad which is a far 
cry from that of past years. 


Until recently it was felt that the 
duty of the Church was to instruct 
those to whom she ministers in the 
Word of God, expecting the Holy Spirit 
to translate the principles found in 
the Bible into the daily lives of those 
affected thereby. 


But things have changed. The Bi- 
ble is now given a subsidiary place, or 
even scant notice, and in its place 
Christian leaders “interpret the will of 
God” to class and congregation. 


There are two basic errors in this 
approach. 


In the first place nothing, yes, noth- 
ing, can take the place of reading, 
studying and obeying the Holy Scrip- 
tures. There has never lived a man 
who can write anything comparable to 
the sublime truths enunciated by those 
men of God who spoke under the in- 
spiration of the Holy Spirit. 


In the second place it is not for 
either the Church or individual Church 
leaders to tell others what the will of 
God is for them apart from the clear 
teachings of the Scriptures. To as- 
sume such a role is to assume a role 
left to the Holy Spirit. 


Furthermore, too much “interpret- 
ing” of the Scriptures and of the “will 
of God” is only an explaining away 
of clearly affirmed truth. How, for 
instance, can one “interpret” a flat 
statement of the Word so that it be- 
comes no longer fact but fiction, no 
longer truth but error, no longer di- 
vine revelation but human specula- 
tion? And yet, it is being done every 
day. 


At the recent meeting of the Na- 
tional Council of Churches’ Division 


of Christian Education in St. Louis, 
Dr. Alewyn L. Roberts, general direc- 
tor of the NCC Commission on Gen- 
eral Christian Education declared that 
the Sunday School of yesterday which 
taught only Bible stories to children is 
being replaced by one which involves 
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every family member in the Church’s 
life and mission. 


“If Christian education is to be 
meaningful to the professing Chris- 
tians of America,” he continued, “it 
must help them, at every age group, 
to know the will of God and to carry 
it out in every phase of their day-to- 
day living. The gap between what 
they profess to think and what they 
do must be bridged.” 


On the surface this sounds all right. 
But then one discovers that those who 
would “interpret the will of God” to 
us are often teaching their own phil- 
osophies and biased opinions. It is 
out of such an atmosphere that we 
are told the “will of God for us” is the 
recognition of Red China — the aboli- 
tion of right to work laws — the down- 
grading of the free enterprise system 
— the maintaining of the closed shop, 
etc., etc. 


Many of us feel a far better case 
can be made for just the reverse of 
these specific propositions. In any 
case we prefer to prayerfully ask for 
the leading of the Holy Spirit in our 
personal, social, national and interna- 
tional relationships rather than submit 
to an interpretation of “God’s will” 
which so often seems to be human 
philosophy derived from false assump- 
tions. 


665 


It was this desire of men to “in- 
terpret the will of God” which led to 
the accretions which plagued Judaism 
in the time of Christ. It is also man- 
made accretions which today comprom- 
ise parts of Roman Catholic dogma. 


We need Christian education. But 
only that which is based squarely on 
the Word of God is Christian educa- 
tion. Let us beware lest the field of 
“Christian education” be taken over 
by those who would use it as a vehicle 
for theories, concepts or philosophies 
not of God but of men. 


And this will take vigilance. 





Christ is no redeemer except to 
those who turn from iniquity, and 
lead a new life—John Calvin 











Do They Know What They're Missing? 











— 


Dear Friend: 


How many members of your congregation don't read the Journal? 
How many have never seen it? Do they know what they're missing? 








We believe that in congregations all across the country there 
are many Presbyterians who are looking for such a paper as 
this--they are just waiting to be introduced to it. All they 
need is one copy, and they would promptly subscribe. 


We also believe that many loyal subscribers, like you, 
are so convinced of the value of the Journal that 

you are willing to exert a little bit of effort to 
introduce it to others. 


Prove us right, and put your conviction to work, looking toward 
Church Paper Week, April 16-25. Plan a program of action that 
will get a sample copy of the Journal into every home of your 
congregation by April 25. (Other supporters of the paper in 
your area will probably be glad to help). 


We'll help too. Send your request today for as many 
sample copies as you think you can use. Just a card 
to the business office at Weaverville will do. 


In the meantime, ask your pastor to say something about Church 
Paper Week from the pulpit and in the church bulletin or news- 
letter. Most important, make sure members of the congregation 
are informed of how they can start subscriptions (giving the 
name of at least one person who will volunteer to send in the 
orders). 


Help let them know what they're missing. We'll appreciate it, 
and they will too. 


Sincerely, 


The Presbyterian Journal 





» 

















CHURCH PAPER WEEK, APRIL 16-23 
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SUNDAY 
LESS 





HOO! 





By THE REV. WICK BROOMALL, TH.M. 


LESSON SCOPE AND MATERIAL 


The lesson for today covers the basic facts recorded by John con- 
cerning the arrest, trial, crucifixion and burial of our blessed Lord. 
Che teacher, by repeatedly reading these two chapters, should be 
thoroughly acquainted with the persons, places and things men- 
Remember that here is “the old, 

It was for you and me and all 
Try to tell 
the story as if you were in John’s place, personally witnessing these 


tioned in John’s vivid account. 
old story of Jesus and His love.” \ 
who believe on Him that Jesus died on the Cross. 


momentous events. 


These chapters also illustrate the many ways in which the story 
Notice the several approaches 
and in teaching the class select the one that you find most helpful. 


of the Bible may be presented. 


I. The Personality or Biographical Approach. 

In this method of approaching the lesson, the teach- 
er should thoroughly master what is said about each 
person involved in the events of these two chapters. 
Notice the weakness in the character of some and the 
strength of others, and thus show how each person 
acted according to the basic traits of his or her per- 
sonality. The following brief outline will help in 
dealing with the lesson: 

1. The disciples (especially Peter and John) 

2. The Jews (the people, the leaders, the officials— 
especially Annas and Caiaphas; prominent per- 
sons — especially Joseph of Arimathaea and Nic- 
odemus) 

5. The Romans (the soldiers, officers and Pilate) 

!. The women at the cross 
5. The Lord Jesus Himself 

II. The Chronological Approach. 

Undoubtedly the events of these chapters hapnened 
in the order in which John, who was an eye witness 

19:35), records them. The story of that dreadful 
night and day follows this order: 


1. The Lord Jesus is arrested (18:1-11) 

2. The ecclesiastical (Jewish) trial (18:12-27) 
3. The civil (Roman) trial (18:28—19:16) 

!. The crucifixion (19:17-37) 

5. The burial (19:38-42) 


If this approach is followed, then do these things: 
1) jot down several important facts about each part 
of the story above; (2) divide your time so that all of 
these will be covered in the period of time available. 





PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 
Division of 
St. Andrews Presbyterian College 
Educational excellence for our greatest 
possession, our youth. 

Summer Schools Begin June 12, 1961 

Move to new campus in September, 1961 
Maxton North Carolina 
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Lesson For March 26, 1961 


JESUS GIVES LIFE 


Bible Material: John 18—19 
Devotional Reading: Psalm 22:1-8,19 


Memory Selection: John 10-11 





This does not mean, however, that you should neces- 
sarily spend the same time on each division. Some 
point of special interest — such as the difference be- 
tween (2) and (3) — may well take up most of your 
time. 


III. The Great-Statements Approach. 


A fruitful line of study is to take up the great state- 
ments uttered by our Lord during these tragic hours. 
Even in His moments of anguish and agony Jesus 
gave utterance to truths of profound significance. The 
following brief outline will offer many suggestions to 
the thoughtful teacher: 

1. His words concerning His messengers (disciples) 
(18:9). 

2. His words concerning His mission: to drink the 
cup (18:11); to be King of Truth (18:36-38) ; to finish 
His work (19:30). 


9 


5. His words concerning His mother (19:25-27). 


If you follow this method, let the following sugges- 
tions guide you: (1) notice that these statements were 
made while Christ was in full possession of His facul- 
ties; (2) notice also how Christ uttered these state- 
ments not only without rancor or hatred in His heart 
but also in the full knowledge that He was doing the 
will of His Father in heaven. 

IV. The Question-and-Answer Approach. 

If this method of teaching the lesson is adopted, 
the teacher might give the questions to some members 
of the class and ask other members to read the answers. 
Here is a list of the main questions: 

1. Questions Christ asked: (1) “Whom seek ye?” 
(18:4); (2) “the cup... shall I not drink it?” (18: 
11); (3) “Why askest thou Me?” (18:21); (4) “Why 
smitest thou Me?” (18:23). 

2. Questions asked by Pilate: (1) “What accusa- 
tion bring ye against this man?” (18:29); (2) “Art 
Thou the King of the Jews?” (18:33); (3) “What is 
truth?” (18:38); (4) “. will ye therefore that I 
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release unto you the King of the Jews?” 
“Whence art thou?” (19:9); 
that I have the power to release Thee, and have power 
to crucify Thee?” (19:10). 

3. The 
man’s disciples?” (18:17). 


(18:39); (5) 
(6) “Knowest Thou not 


personal question: “Art thou also one of this 


The answers to these questions can usually be found 
in the verses that follow the questions. You will stim- 
ulate some debate if you ask why Christ did not 
answer Pilate’s question, “What is truth?” (18:38). 
(Perhaps because truth requires a believing mind to 
apprehend). Don’t fail to emphasize the personal 
question listed at the end; ask the members of your 
class how they would answer that question. 


V. The Human-Factor Approach. 


This approach will require more time and _ study 
than the others. It will require more spiritual insight 
than the other approaches. You will be endeavoring 
to show how the free agency of man brought about an 
event that had been planned from eternity “by the 
determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God” (Acts 
2:23). There are three persons or groups of persons 
that, by their free agency of action (under the 
sovereignty of God), come to the front here: 


1. Judas. The narrative here (18:1-11) presents 
Judas as one who deliberately and willfully accomp- 
lished his iniquitous deed, although, as we have already 
seen (13:2,21,27), the whole conspiracy was already 
known to Christ. 


2. Pilate. This man’s character is clearly and truth- 
fully set forth. Being a Roman, he knew little of the 
divine meaning of the events in which he had such a 
prominent part. His very weakness of character 
brought about, humanly speaking, the crucifixion. 
While repeatedly declaring Christ innocent (18:38; 19: 
4,6), he allowed the following injustices to take place 
under his connivance: (1) the continuation of the 
“trial”; (2) the mistreatment of an innocent man (19: 
1); (3) the illegal crucifixion of Jesus by the Jews 
(19:6) ; (4) the Jewish law illegally to take precedence 
over the Roman law (19:7); (5) the specious threat 
of treason to pervert justice (19:12). 


3. The Jews. The enmity of the Jews was mani- 
fested in the following ways: (1) attempting to get 
Jesus to incriminate Himself (18:19f); (2) prejudging 
His guilt before trial (18:31); (3) choosing Barabbas 
instead of Jesus for release (18:40); (4) crying vehe- 
mently for Jesus’ crucifixion (19:6); (5) protesting 
hypocritically that Caesar, not Jesus, was their king 
(19:15). 

Using some of the statements cited above, one may 
show how a predestinated event (the crucifixion) is en- 
tirely consistent with man’s free agency. All the actors 


that participated in this nefarious deed performed their 
parts in ways agreeable to their characters. No one 
felt any compulsion to act contrary to his inclination. 


VI. The Illegal-Trial Approach. 


If a lawyer is a teacher of a class, this method of 
handling the lesson may appeal to him. Such a method 
will require a bit more study, but it will be extremely 
rewarding. All the material you need may be found 
in an article entitled “Jesus Christ, Arrest and Trial 
of” (Vol. III) in THE INTERNATIONAL STAN- 
DARD BIBLE ENCYCLOPEDIA, which is probably 
available in the church, or the minister’s library. This 
source will cite specific cases to prove that the trial 
was conducted contrary to both Jewish and Roman 
laws. From the legal standpoint, the trial was one of 
the most notoriously unjust trials ever conducted in this 
sinful world. It is a wonder of divine providence how 
God used it to bring about the death of His only begot- 
ten Son. 


VII. 


We have not covered all the possibilities of this les- 
son. There are undoubtedly other ways in which these 
chapters can be presented even more effectively than 
those we have suggested. But, whatever the method of 
treatment, don’t let the lesson get bogged down in the 
facts alone. The facts, of course, are of infinite im- 
portance; but let them have some meaning and ap- 
plication to our lives today. There are two ways 
whereby this personal application may be made more 
real. First, you may use the “Were you there when 

..” approach, making the facts of these events stand 
out more realistically. Second, you may use the “Are 
you willing . . .” approach. For example, “Are you 
willing to confess His Name in a hostile place?” (18: 


Concluding Remarks. 


15-27). “Are you willing to be a disciple of the 
Truth?” (18:37f). “Are you willing to bear His 
shame and reproach?” (19:1ff) . 

VIII. Further Study. 


The following articles in a good dictionary or ency- 
clopedia such as BAKER’S DICTIONARY OF THE- 
OLOGY will give additional help on this lesson: 
“Agony”; “Cross”; “Cup”; “Humiliation of Christ”; 
“Predestination.” 





| INCREASING JOURNAL SUPPORT is coming from 
[ 
I 
| 
| 





bequests. Help to continue this ministry, using this 
form: “I hereby give and bequeath to the Board of 
Directors of The Southern Presbyterian Journal 
Company (incorporated under the laws of the state 


of North Carolina) $ 
for the use and benefit of said company.” 











KING COLLEGE 


. - Co-educational . . . Founded 1867 


influences. 
Four-year Liberal Arts, Sciences, Business, Education. Four Types of Scholarships: 
(1) Competitive, (2) Academic, (3) Grant in Aid, (4) Remunerative Work. One 


Sound elie tee 2g eiilies vigorous Christian 


hundred forty-five acre campus. Athletics. 


Dormitories. 
Board, room, and tuition, $1047.00. Catalog and illustrated booklet. 
R. T. L. LISTON, PRESIDENT — Box “J,” BRISTOL, TENN. 


Fully accredited. 


Summer Session. 
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FOR MARCH 26, 1961 


YOUTH WORK 








By THE REV. B. HOYT EVANS 





Christ Is King 


Scripture—Luke 19:29-40 

Suggested Hymns— 
“O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing” 
“All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name” 
“Crown Him with Many Crowns” 


(In order to set down suggestions called for and to 
be made later in the meeting, provide a blackboard 
and chalk, or large sheets of paper, such as newsprint, 
and crayons) . 


PROGRAM LEADER’S INTRODUCTION: This 
is the day we call “Palm Sunday.” It is the day we 
observe to celebrate Christ’s triumphal entry into Jeru- 
salem five days before His crucifixion. At that time 
the Lord very definitely proclaimed Himself to be 
king. All the arrangements were made for a dramatic, 
kingly entrance into the city. He accepted the praise 
the people offered to Him. In fact, when the Pharisees 
criticized Him for allowing it, He said it was both 
right and necessary for Him to receive such praise. 
It was no accident that the people received Christ as 
a king. They received Him enthusiastically, but their 
acceptance of Him was superficial. There was no 
deep-rooted conviction among them. We know their 
acceptance of Him was superficial, because He wept 
over the city almost immediately, foreseeing their un- 
belief and rejection of Him. We know they were 
superficial because their attitude toward Him was 
changed so soon. People who have strong convictions 
are not easily swayed, but it is quite likely that some 
of the same people who hailed Jesus as king on Sunday 
were members of the mob who called for His cruci- 
fixion on Friday. 


We acclaim Christ as our king, even as the people 
of Jerusalem did on that first “Palm Sunday.” Our 
songs, prayers, and poems often refer to Him as king. 
Is there not a great danger that we shall be as shallow 
as the people of Jerusalem? Do we have real convic- 
tions about Christ’s being king, or do we just go along 
with the crowd? If Jesus is really our king, we ought 
to be His loving and loyal subjects. What does this 
involve? Our speakers are going to suggest some of 
the things we should be doing if we really mean it 
when we say that Christ is our king. The speakers are 
also going to ask for your help, so be prepared to make 
suggestions. 


FIRST SPEAKER: Every king deserves honor and 
respect from his people. Since Jesus is not only a king, 
but a divine king, He deserves reverence. If we are 
serious when we call Christ our king, we will think 
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about Him, know about Him, and worship Him reg- 


ularly both in private and in public. (Ask the young 
people to suggest specific, practical ways of showing 
reverence to Christ, such as daily Bible reading, church 
attendance, etc.) 


SECOND SPEAKER: Faithful subjects always show 
their love of and respect for their ruler by being obedi- 
ent to His commandments. If Christ is our king, we 
ought to obey Him to show our love and respect. He 
makes His will known to us in the Bible, so we are 
responsible for knowing what the Bible teaches and 
for obeying those teachings. 


THIRD SPEAKER: Every king has a right to ex- 
pect service from his subjects. Service which Christ 
deserves as our divine king differs from that which 
men give to earthly rulers. Christ does not want or 
need food, clothing, shelter, and material riches for 
Himself. He is a spiritual king. It is certain that we 
ought to serve Him, but how do we go about serving 
a spiritual king? 


(Ask the young people to suggest definite, practical 
ways of serving Christ, such as, worship, witnessing, 
giving, etc.) 


FOURTH SPEAKER: A ruler must have the loy- 
alty of his people, if his kingdom is to stand. He must 
know that he can count on them to be true to him at 
all times, especially in times of stress and danger. 
Christ’s subjects must also be loyal to Him. In Amer- 
ica it is not only a safe thing to be a Christian, it is 
very popular. In some places, however, it is very dif- 
ficult to be a Christian, and those who take their 
stand for Christ are persecuted. Would we be loyal 
to Christ our king, if we were in such a situation? We 
say it is popular to be known as a Christian in our so- 
ciety, but it is not always popular to live an out-and-out 
Christian life. It is not popular to be different from 
the crowd. Do we have the courage to stand up for 
Christ, even when it means being different from the 
crowd? What are some of the areas in which we may 
have to go against popular opinion in order to be loyal 
to Christ? 


(Have the young people suggest areas of life where 
loyalty to Christ may require them to stand apart from 
the accepted thought and practice of the world, such 
as, ways and places of entertainment, choice of friends, 
etc.) 


PROGRAM LEADER: The Bible makes it very 
clear that Christ is king now, and that “He shall reign 
forever and ever.” He has loyal, faithful subjects in 
heaven and on earth. Christ’s kingship is an established 





fact, and there is great comfort and security for us in 


that fact. 


The number and richness of our king’s 


serve their 
thusiasm. 


king 


blessings are beyond measure, but those blessings are 


enjoyed in their fullness only by those subjects who 





VOCATIONAL CONFERENCE 
CONDUCTED BY SEMINARY 


LOUISVILLE, Ky. — Representa- 
tives of 36 senior high fellowships in 
the area attended a Church Vocations 
Conference conducted by Louisville 
Seminary. Ninety-five students met 
with resource leaders from a variety 
of church vocations, while their ad- 
visors discussed ways the local church 
can enlist for church vocations. The 
participants were urged to present a 
program on the subject when they re- 
turned to their congregations. 


Keynote speaker for the conference 
was Dr. Joseph B. Mullin, minister of 
Harvey Browne Memorial church in 
Louisville. Other leaders included Di- 
rectors of Christian Education, pas- 
tors, a choir director, a student work- 
er, an ex-missionary and seminary staff 
members. 





AUSTIN WINNERS NAMED 


AUSTIN, Texas — Austin Seminary 
fellowship winners for 1960-61 have 
been announced by President David L. 
Stitt. They are: Phillip M. Spencer of 
Elmira, N. Y., the $1,000 Alumni 
Graduate Study Fellowship; Lewis L. 
Wilkins, Jr., of San Saba, Texas, the 
$750 Seminary Fellowship granted by 
the Board of Trustees; Donald P. Huey 
of Memphis, Tenn., the $750 W. P. 
Newell Memorial Fellowship; Joseph 
L. Turner of Caldwell, Texas, the $500 
Janie Maxwell Morris Fellowship. The 
winners, all seniors, have not yet made 
definite plans for their future studies. 





HONORED AT CHARLOTTE 


CHARLOTTE, N. C. — A member 
of the Steele Creek Presbyterian 
church, Mrs. W. W. McGinn, has been 
named Churchwoman of the Year in 
Mecklenburg County by the Charlotte 
Observer. Mrs. McGinn has been ac- 
tive in Church Extension work and 
has taught that subject in synodical 
training schools throughout the Gen- 
eral Assembly. Honorary life mem- 
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Closing Prayer. 


JHE CHURCH AU Hf 


berships have been given her by the 
Women of the Church of her Synod, 
Presbytery and congregation. 





RED RIVER MEETS 


WATERPROOF, La. — Red River 
Presbytery held its winter meeting at 
the Waterproof church. Ruling elder 
Weedon Smith of Trinity church, 
Jonesville, was elected to succeed the 
Rev. Wayne W. Gray as moderator. 


The 1960 statistical report adopted 
includes 9,961 communicants in 51 
churches, giving $1,209,236. The to- 


tal for all benevolences is $316,163, 
and the current expense item is $652,- 
186. The next meeting is scheduled 
for May 9 at Rayville. 


Commissioners elected to the 
las General Assembly include 


Dal- 


min- 


isters W. Taylor Clark, Wave H. Mc- 














Top student body officers at Belhaven 
College next year will be held by Anne 
Huie (left) of La Grange, Ga., who 
will head the Belhaven Christian As- 
sociation, and Alyce Chesser of One- 
onta, Ala., who will serve as Student 
Government Association president. 
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with genuine conviction and en. 
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Fadden and Sammy R. Shrum; and 
4 


ruling elders Leonard Jenkins, W. J. 
Howard and H. Allyn Bell. 





CHURCH GETS INJUNCTION 
TO KEEP COLLEGE OPEN 


RALEIGH, N. C. — (PN) — First 
Presbyterian church here has obtained 
a court injunction for the continued 
operation of Peace College until final 
outcome of a suit to avoid closing the 
college in accordance with the Synod 
of North Carolina’s consolidation plan. 
Defense attorneys gave notice of ap- 
peal. 


St. Andrews College, now being 
built in Laurinburg, N. C., is planned 
by the Synod to be a consolidation of 
Peace, Flora Macdonald College and 
Presbyterian Junior College. The 
three schools are now being operated 
branches of St. Andrews and the 
physical move to the new campus is 
scheduled for September. According 
to the consolidation schedule Peace of- 
ficials would turn over operating funds 
to St. Andrews in June and the physi- 
cal properties later in the summer. 


as 


First Church and the Peace Board 
of Managers contend that it was the 
original plan and intention for Peace 
to be operated in Raleigh and, up un- 
til 1944 when the school was turned 
over to the Synod, it was owned and 
operated by the First Church. They 
now desire to reclaim the school from 
the Synod and continue its operation 
in Raleigh. 


St. Andrews attorneys contend that, 
due to the voting and plans of the 
Synod on the matter, that Peace is 
properly a part of the consolidation 
plan and that First Church has no 
right to resume operation of the col- 
lege after the Laurinburg school opens. 


Attorneys expect the State Supreme 
Court to hear the appeal in April. As 
the case now stands, the college will 
remain in operation pending the out- 
come of the trial. The trial will not 
begin until the Supreme Court rules 
on the injunction. 
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BUILDINGS PLANNED 


HEBER SPRINGS, Ark. — Con- 
struction on a new church building 
here is expected to begin soon with 
the help of a $5,000 grant from the 
3oard of Church Extension. A $25,- 
000 plant is planned on the donated 
site. The Heber Springs congregation, 
under the leadership of the Rev. Fleet 
Cook, has petitioned East Arkansas 
Presbytery to organize a church. 


Another church in the Presbytery, 
Spring River at Hardy, has been given 
a building site. Mrs. Della Guthrie 
donated 8% acres on a hillside facing 
Hwy. 62. Plans are now being drawn 
for the first unit. 





APPOINTMENT ANNOUNCED 


HAMPDEN-SYDNEY, Va.—Edmund 
Taylor Kittleman, who will receive his 
Ph.D. degree from the University of 
North Carolina in June, has been 
named assistant professor of chemistry 
at Hampden-Sydney College, effective 
in September. He is a native of Mis- 
sissippi and holds bachelor’s degrees 
from Yale and the University of Mis- 
sissippi and a master’s degree from 
Mississippi. 








2/3 VOTE OBTAINED 
BY B. O. C. O. REVISION 


ATLANTA, Ga. Sixty-one 
Presbyteries (more than the con- 
stitutional two-thirds required for 
passage) have given affirmative 
votes on the revised “Form of Gov- 
ernment” and “Rules of Discipline” 
sections of the Presbyterian U. S. 
BOOK OF CHURCH ORDER. Dr. 
James A. Millard, Jr., the General 
Assembly’s Stated Clerk, said he 
has received notice of actions on 
the proposal from 62 Presbyteries. 
A negative vote was cast by Lou- 
isiana Presbytery. 


The changes will now go to the 
1961 Assembly for final approval, 
having been initially approved by 
the 1960 Assembly. The matter had 
previously been sent down to the 
Presbyteries for comments by the 
Ad Interim Committee on Revision 


of the B.O.C.O. 











MISSIONARY BRIEFS 


TAIWAN — Dr. and Mrs. Joseph L. 
Wilkerson and family have returned 
furlough. 


after regular 





Sent Through The 
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BRAZIL — The Rev. and Mrs. David 
B. Lehman and family have gone to 
Kirk, Ohio, for regular furlough. 


KOREA — Birth of a second daugh- 
ter, Karla Ann, has been announced 
by Mr. and Mrs. Frank J. Groschelle, 
III, teachers of missionaries’ children 
here. 





KING CAMPUS CHANGING 


BRISTOL, Tenn. — King College 
expects to open its new $450,000 
women’s residence hall next Septem- 
ber. The dormitory, which will house 
100 students, is one of two buildings 
being constructed on the new central 
campus quadrangle. Work has begun 
on the new library - administration 
building. 


Improvements recently completed in- 
clude a road around the campus with 
parking spaces for 250 cars, a new 
system of mercury vapor lights and 
new utility lines. 





AUGUSTA - MACON MEETS 


WARNER ROBINS, Ga.—Augusta- 
Macon Presbytery conducted its win- 
ter meeting at the First Church here, 





300,000 Baluba Tribes People are Homeless and Hungry In Kasai Province, 
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with Chaplain Daniel B. Churton serv- 


ing as moderator. The court author- 
ized the former Log Cabin church to 
change its name to Greenbriar because 
of a change in location. Statistical 
reports for 1960 showed a net mem- 
bership increase of 211, an increase of 
$5,000 for benevolence giving and a 
per capita giving increase from $111 
to $115. 


The following were elected com- 
missioners to the 101st General As- 
sembly: ministers Frank M. Scarlett, 
Jr., and John D. Campbell; and elders 
T. O. Andrew and Dillard Noggles. 





MACON, Ga. — “Trinity” is the 
name chosen by the 45th church of 
Augusta - Macon Presbytery, which 
was organized here by a commission of 
Presbytery. The congregation, which 
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A child with life’s possibilities be- 
fore him ... The Bible with God’s 
power within it... And VBS with 
its opportunity to bring them to- 
gether into the investment of a 
lifetime! 


VBS prémises rich, lasting returns. The po- 
tential growth of God’s Word in the heart of 
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vestment in Vacation Bible School secure by 
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Choose Great Commission materials with two 
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Scripture and hymn memorization and hand- 
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enrolled 43 charter members, is tem- 
porarily meeting at 2557 New Clinton 
Road, a block from a building site 
donated by Macon’s First Church. 


EDITORIAL—from p. 10 


studies which is a far cry from the 
Confession. So it is possible that the 
faults in the “foundation” papers may 
not appear in the actual lesson ma- 
terial. 


But we believe those faults should 
be noted so they may be recognized. 
We don’t subscribe to the popular the- 
ory that one should go wild with joy 
every time something “official” ap- 
pears just because it is official. There 
has been a notable tendency of late, 
to offer high praise instantly and au- 
tomatically whenever something ap- 
pears produced by the Church or one 
of its agencies. Just let a study book 
come from John Knox Press and voices 
are raised in a concerted chant from 
all over: “Wonderful!” “Stimulat- 
ing!” “ Splendid!”—regardless of what 
the book says. We don’t subscribe to 
that as a good idea. 


We think the Church should know 
what it is buying. No sensible person 
would go to a grocery store and buy 
a package without knowing what was 
in it, but a great many people we 
know are rejoicing at the new curric- 
ulum when they don’t have the foggiest 
notion what is in it. 


Finally, we have a feeling that an 
interested and informed constituency 
will be able to influence the further 
constructive development of the cur- 
riculum materials. The actual prepa- 
ration of lesson books is just now be- 
ginning. If those who read these ar- 
ticles will reach a decision in their 
own minds about the principles enun- 
ciated herein and communicate that 
decision to their pastors, to members 
of the Board of Education and to the 
persons now writing the lesson books 
(see Journal, Feb. 8, p. 19), they can 
expect to get even better Sunday 
School literature when it is finally pub- 
lished. 





Character is not made in a crisis 
—it is only exhibited.—Robert Free- 
man. 
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hundred. 





A New Journal Reprint NOW Available— 


The Fifth NCC Assembly: A Report 


A compilation of Editor G. Aiken Taylor's prin- 
cipal articles and editorials on the San Francisco 
Assembly of the National Council of Churches. 


Here is a first-hand report on actions of the 
top governing body, 
trends analyzed in an eight-page reprint. 


MUST reading for all church officers and leaders 
and for every member interested in what's 
happening to his Church. $1 a@ dozen, $6 a 
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the SPIRIT 
of a 
STORE ... 


The quotation “no man is an island, entire in it- 
self’ might apply to a store as well. Such was the 
belief of Belk-Simpson founders who, from the be- 
ginning, attempted to make a citizen as well as 
a success of the first store that opened over 72 
years ago. The basic philosophy did not stop with 
its founders, but is a legacy passed down from one 
generation of Belk-Simpson people to another. It 
was their goal to make of Belk-Simpson’s a store 
of the people, for the people. So, all who made 
up the store family, were encouraged to give of 
their time and energies, as well as of worldly goods, 
for the civic welfare. That’s why when you see 
the sign of progress, whether in the home, church, 
or community, you'll invariably find folks of the 
Belk-Simpson family pitchin’ in. May we and the 


generations to come strive to keep the spirit of 


Belk’s bright and shining. 


Belk-Simpson Department Stores 
an integral part of the South 


28 Belk-Simpson stores to serve you with courtesy 


and honest values. Look for the store nearest you 


for the finest in FM radio stay tuned to WMIT 


| 








SOUTH CAROLINA 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Greenville, S. C. 

J. A. Ellison, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson-Plaza Store 
Greenville, S. C. 

A. M. Smith, Mgr.-Prop. 
The Dollar Store 
Greenville, S. C. 

R. P. Crumpler, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk’s Department Store 
Lancaster, 8S. C. 

B. L. Plyler, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk’s Department Store 
Camden, S. C. 

J. A. Hagins, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk’s Department Store 
Clinton, S. C. 

D. B. Smith, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Darlington, S. C. 

J. H. Lyles, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk’s Department Store 
Laurens, S. 

J. T. Holmes, “Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Abbeville, S. C. 

J. S. Hagins, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Hagins Co. 
Kershaw, S. C. 

C. E. Hinson, Mgr.-Prop. 
Efird’s Dept. Store 
ge 8. C. 

. L. Hubbard, Mgr. 
nenitiiane Co. 
Beaufort, S. C. 

L. A. Reeves, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Fountain Inn, S. C. 

E. J. Copeland, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Woodruff, S. C. 

F. B. Hagins, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 

Honea Path, S. C. 

T. R. Martin, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Whitmire, S. C. 

Jack Gilliland, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Manning, S. C. 

W. M. Gettys, Mgr.-Prop. 


NORTH CAROLINA 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Hendersonville, N. C. 

R. E. McCormick, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk’s Department Store 
Brevard, N. C. 

J. E. Smith, Mgr.-Prop. 


KENTUCKY 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Harlan, Ky. 
Delmar Tolliver, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Corbin, Ky. 
W. C. Ashley, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Winchester, Ky. 
T. L. Beckman, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Mt. Sterling, Ky. 
Willoughby Smith, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Frankfort, Ky. 
E. C. Huggins, Mgr.-Prop. 


GEORGIA 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Bainbridge, Ga. 
M. D. Ashley, Mgr.-Prop. 


ARKANSAS 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Paragould, Ark. 
W. H. Wade, Mgr.-Prop. 


OHIO 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Athens, Ohio 
Joe Kelly, Mgr.-Prop. 


MISSOURI 
ag Co. 
ay > 
J. A eCuokill, Mgr.-Prop. 
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CURRICULUM—trom p. 8 


thing else. The “foundation” papers 
do not affirm that propositional truths 
and precepts are ever given as revela- 
tion itself. 


Have you ever noticed that the 
Church and its decisions and activities 
is often given a place of authority 
in some measure similar to that of 
the Bible? The “foundation” papers 
describe the Church and its authority 
in exactly the same language they use 
to describe the Bible and its authority: 
as “witness and instrument” of rev- 
elation. 


Thus, in the philosophy of the “new” 
curriculum we can see an explanation 
of some of the things we have won- 
dered about in the old. If the view 
of the Bible and its place in the cur- 
riculum — for instance — exhibited 
in the “foundation” papers is one 
which has been in circulation for any 
length of time, its publication now, 
as a philosophy, constitutes an explana- 
tion of the reason why the Bible has 
been presented the way it has for some 
time already. 


* % 


In subsequent issues of the Journal 
we expect to discuss the “foundation” 
papers and suggest to our readers 
what they may do, pro or con, about 
them. 





We must meet the challenge now or 
spend our later years telling our chil- 
dren and our children’s children what 
it once was like when men were free. 
—Ronald Reagan 








will live 
Consider Christian Education 


§ Write: Executive Department 
Board of Christian Education 
a Box 1176, Richmond 9, Va 
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Children's Bibl: Studies 


Rev. and Mrs. Paul G. Settle 
JOSEPH, JOB, AND MOSES 
1. Joseph’s Brothers Envy Him 


DO YOU KNOW—Why Joseph's brothers hated him? 
LOOK UP in the Bible: Genesis 37:4, 8, 11. 


WHAT DOES EACH VERSE SAY about why Joseph's brothers 
hated him? 


THING TO REMEMBER: Envy brings trouble; love brings 
happiness. James 3:16; John 3:16; John 13:34. 


+ + + F 


JOSEPH’S BROTHERS DISLIKE HIM 


Genesis 37:1-4. (Fill in the correct name. ) 

was seventeen years old. 

was caring for the flock with his brothers. 
_.. gave one son a coat of many colors. 

was hated by his brothers. 

Gen. 37:5-7. Joseph hada. __ __ __ __. He told his brothers. 
and then they __ __ __ __ __ him even more. In his dream, 
Joseph saw twelve bundles (sheaves) of grain. Joseph’s bundle 


I FI ae ed oe es ss ee, es of his brothers bowed 
down to Joseph's sheaf. 


THE BROTHERS PLOT AGAINST JOSEPH 


Genesis 37:12-28. Jacob called _ __ __ __ __ __ and ttold 
him to go to his brothers and see if they were all right. Joseph 
found them in The brothers planned to 
kill Joseph. Name the one brother who did not want to kill 














SI ain Sal. he The brothers threw Joseph into a 
___ __ __, then they sat down to __ __ __. Judah saw a caravan 
coming. He said, “Let us __ __ __ __ Joseph.” So they sold Jo- 
seph for __ _____ __ ____ pieces of silver. When the brothers 


returned home, they told Jacob that Joseph was dead. 


CHRIST TEACHES US TO LOVE OTHERS. 
Galatians 5:26; Matthew 22:39. 


Joseph's brothers were unkind because they envied Joseph. 
Envy, or jealousy, is sin. The Bible says we are not to envy 
6 Sey eae Christ said, ““_. __ __ __ 
iad ins tinea ieee _. __ as yourself.”’ “‘Neighbor”’ is anyone 


you meet or know. If your heart is full of love there will be 
no room for envy. 


+ ££ ££ & 
DO YOU KNOW YOUR BIBLE? Where was the word 
Christian first used? Look up Acts 11:25-26. 


(Adapted from “Joseph, Job, and Moses,” Copyright 
1958 by The Sunday School House, Glendale, Calif.) 
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MESSAGES FOR MEN, ed. by H. 


Zondervan Publishing 
150 pp. $2.50. 


Cc. Brown, Jr. 
House, Grand Rapids. 


The compiler has brought together 
the desires of laymen as to what they 
seek in their own church relationships, 
and a shorter evaluation of what they 
expect from their preacher in the pul- 
pit. Two questions are asked: What 
do discerning laymen think of the lay- 
man’s role in the church? How do 
they regard the pulpit ministry of the 
pastor? Seventeen answers are given 
to each question. 


In this day of stop and go tenure 
in Protestant pastorates, books such 
as this one deserve consideration. 
These are men who have distinguished 
themselves in the Church as well as in 
their chosen vocation. Brooks Hays 
is probably the best known of the au- 
thors, but all are worthy of attention 
for what they say. 


—(Rev.) George H. Kirker 
Geneva, Ala. 





GOOD 
BOOKS 


FROM 


Publishers’ Remainders 
AT 


Special Prices 


Write today and ask for the 
two-page list of titles in this 


special offering. 


‘THE 
PRESBYTERIAN 
JOURNAL 
WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 





THE DEATH AND RESURREC- 
TION OF CHRIST, by Abraham Kuy- 
per. Zondervan Publishing House, 
Grand Rapids. 150 pp. $2.50. 


Never content to splash in the shal- 
lows, this late preacher - theologian of 
the Reformed Church and Prime Min- 
ister of the Netherlands, plunged into 
the ocean fullness of divine truth. Here 
Kuyper sinks his shafts far down in- 
to the profoundest mysteries of the 
cross, with its “Eli, Eli, lama sa- 
bachthani?” He strips away the shaw] 
of sentiment and moral exhibitionism 
which modern “Christian unbelief” has 


draped around the cross, letting its 
redemptive realism flash fully into 
view. For Kuyper, as for the New 


Testament, Calvary means nothing less 
than penal substitution and literal God- 
forsakenness. 


Nor is he less penetrative in his 
study of the resurrection. He finds in 
the resurrection the perfect key to 
unlock the mystery of the cross. He 
convincingly argues that Easter, in 
preference to both Good Friday and 
Maundy Thursday, is the most ap- 
propriate occasion for observing the 
Lord’s Supper. Only against the lum- 
inous background of the open sepulchre 
does the sacrament of the cross take 
on hopeful meaning. 


Again, he feels the heartbeat of 
the resurrection in its justifying and 
quickening power for the elect. Cer- 
tainly the Church needs to be recalled 
to this fundamental thrust. But in 
his eagerness to magnify this exalted 
truth, he reacts too strongly against 
the apologetic appeal to the resurrec- 
tion as evidence for immortality (see 
II Tim. 1:10). 


In its pivotal points, this volume 
is a valuable contribution to the ever- 
growing literature on the passion and 
resurrection. Its solitary blemish is 
its dull tedious style. By comparison 
with his other works, this is not Kuy- 
per at his best. Nevertheless, here is 
devotional reading which will expand 
the dimensions of the spiritual life. 


—/(Rev.) Richard Allen Bodey 
North Tonawanda, N. Y. 





A BELIEVER’S LIFE OF CHRIST, 
by John C. Rankin. The W. A. Wilde 
Co., Natick, Mass. 210 pp. $3.50. 


This book does not dwell on minor 
details but gives a complete and flow- 
ering account of the life of Christ 
from His virgin birth out into eternity. 
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As the title suggests it does not trouble 
the reader with the doubts of un- 
believers, but relates all as “the things 
assuredly believed among us.” It is 
well organized and gives an account 
of the life of our Lord that is both in- 
spiring and true to the Scriptures, 
throwing light on many points that 
are sometimes misunderstood. It is 
an excellent book to put into the hands 
of young people and others who are 
unsettled in their faith or in their un- 
derstanding of the Scriptures. 


—Wm. C. Cumming, Th.M. 
Greenville, S. C. 





GOD, OUR CONTEMPORARY, by J. 
B. Phillips. The Macmillan Company, 
New York, N. Y. 137 pp. $2.50. 


J. B. Phillips, the author of this 
book, is probably best known as trans- 
lator of THE NEW TESTAMENT IN 
MODERN ENGLISH. He writes with 
real depth of perception as he seeks 
to impress upon the reader the im- 
portance of a proper recognition of 
God’s complete sufficiency for this day 
and time. He brings to mind the age 
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old temptation to fill the place, right- 
fully belonging to God, with such poor 
substitutes as power, privilege, success 
and wealth. He reveals the inadequacy 
of these in the light of all God has to 
offer. 


Despite the present trend to over- 
emphasize scientific knowledge and 
discoveries, the author seeks to draw 
mankind back to God, the originator 
of all man’s achievements. The read- 
er is reminded over and over of the 
fact that many individuals are still 
searching for satisfaction and security, 
not realizing that “God, Our Contem- 
porary,” holds the key to all of our 
needs. 


—(Rev.) Sam S. Cappel 
Mebane, N. C. 





HUMAN GOLD FROM SOUTHERN 
HILLS, by David English Camak. 
Privately published, address Greer, S. 
C. 290 pp. $4.50. 


Here is a portrait painted in lives 
— especially the lives of children — 
of the growing pains suffered by the 
Piedmont section of the South as it 
changed from an agricultural to a 
textile economy. 


In these pages one sees the hungry 
families stumbling in off the farms 
to occupy one of a hundred identical 
houses in a mill village, putting their 
children to work at 50c a day in the 
mills, eking out a miserable existence 
unprotected by welfare or child labor 
laws. 


Into the sprawling industrial revo- 
lution came David Camack, born in 
South Carolina and grown with an 
ambition to be a novelist. But in his 
search for material to write about 
his passion became a longing to do 
for these people rather than write 
about them. He became a Methodist 
minister and determined to give his 
life to serve the mill folk. 


Camack’s passion became a vision 
which resulted in the Textile Indus- 
trial Institute, a school which came to 
have a measurable influence on the 
development of public school educa- 
tion in industrial South Carolina. The 
book is essentially the story of this 
ministry. 


If you are interested in social move- 
ments and the story of those respon- 
sible for them, you will find this one 
well-written and inspiring. 


—G. Aiken Taylor 


The Torch Bible Commentaries 


There are currently a number of 
brief Bible commentaries being pro- 
duced from various view-points. THE 
TORCH BIBLE COMMENTARIES is 
such a set. It is under the editorship 
of three Anglican Scholars: The Rev. 
John Marcl, Principal of Mansfield 
College, Oxford; The Rev. David M. 
Paton, Editor of the SMC press; 
and The Rev. Canon Alan Richardson, 
Professor of Christian Theology in the 
University of Nottingham. 


This series of commentaries follows 
the point of view of “Neo-orthodox” 
theology. The volumes before us are 
well written. They make an interest- 
ing study for one who is familiar with 
the older, destructive, critical ap- 
proach. Much that is in these volumes 
reflects a rejection of the more radi- 
cal views of earlier criticism. This 
is not to say that the writers have 
returned to “orthodoxy.” In a sense, 
this type of approach is more deceptive 
to the theologically uninitiated, and 
such commentaries may prove more 
dangerous than the older, more open- 
ly unbelieving works. We recommend 
their use only by those who are thor- 
oughly alert to the issues of modern 
dialectical theology. 


THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO ST. 
LUKE, by W. R. F. Browning. The 
Macmillan Company, New York. 176 
pp. $3.00. 


The author indicates in his preface 
that he is using a “typological,” ex- 
egetical approach. In explaining this 
type of approach he says of the writ- 
ers of the Gospels: “The meaning of 
their narrative is not confined to the 
literal and the historical: we are ex- 
pected to look more deeply .. .” 
He concludes that it is impossible to 
harmonize the different narratives of 
Christ’s death and resurrection. “There 
is no doubt at all about the historic- 
ity of the crucifixion, and it is cer- 
tain that Jesus uttered some last words. 
But what are they?” According to 
the author, Luke’s work is to be under- 
stood in the light of the delay in the 
return of Christ which had not been 
expected by the early Church. 


Regarding the Virgin Birth, the au- 
thor indicates that it was not part of 
the Hebrew expectation regarding the 
Messiah, Isaiah 7:14 to the contrary, 
notwithstanding. Though he acknowl- 
edges that for those “prepared to con- 
cede the possibility of the operation 
of the Transcendent upon the created 


order” there is uv reason for rejecting 
the account, others may not be so pre- 
pared at this point and this apparently 
with no detriment to their theology. 


The critical approach to the mir- 
acles and teachings of Jesus appears 
in references to possible pagan sources 
for such stories as the healing of the 
demoniac in 8:26-89, and of Lazarus 
and the rich man in 16:19-31. 


To point out the weaknesses of the 
work is not to say that the book is 
without some value. There are a 
number of helpful passages to be 
found throughout the text. However, 
it must be used with great care. 


THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO ST. 
JOHN, by Alan Richardson, SCM press 
Ltd., London. (Distributed by Macmil- 
lan). 220 pp. $3.00. 


Dr. Richardson opens by indicating 
that the authorship of this book is un- 
certain, and a matter he prefers to 
leave as an open question. In this 
connection, he does bring out the 
striking fact that of the various New 
Testament manuscripts we have, re- 
maining today, a fragment of this Gos- 
pel is the earliest, being dated around 
125 A.D. It is refreshing to find Dr. 
Richardson rejecting the radical sug- 
gestion that this gospel reflects 
gnostic thought. It is his opinion that 
the Qumran discoveries of 1947 dem- 
onstrate that John is much more Jew- 
ish in thought and expression than 
had been previously supposed by criti- 
cal scholars. 


Dr. Richardson’s comments on the 
text are most refreshing in many 
places. He shows a profound under- 
standing of both Old and New Testa- 
ments as he gathers together texts 
that throw light on the passage he is 
considering, as for example his treat- 
ment of 1:14 “and dwelt amongst us,” 
and again 1:29, “Behold the Lamb of 
God.” On the other hand he charges 
John with taking liberties with some 
facts: “There is no possibility of har- 
monizing St. John’s account with those 
of the Synoptics” (1:35-51). And, “He 
is not concerned to tell the historical 
story, ... his aim is to bring out the 
truth of history.” 


What this viewpoint means for the 
actual interpretation of the text may 
be illustrated by the author’s commen- 
tary on the reference to Andrew and 
Peter as having first been disciples of 
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John the Baptist. He says, “This is 
by no means improbable . . . On the 
other hand, St. John may merely be 
representing in one of his historical 
figures the truth that the correct un- 
derstanding of the Baptist’s proclama- 
tion compels the recognition that Jesus 
is the Christ and that all who have 
HEARD John’s real message will fol- 
low Jesus” (p. 52). This type of ap- 
proach is found throughout the book. 
To say the least, it raises questions in 
the mind of the ordinary reader as 
to the reliability of Scripture. 


Again: the author does not be- 
lieve that John 13 records the literal 
historical words of the historical Jesus, 
put rather the thought of the Church, 
under the direction of the Risen Christ 
through the teaching of the Spirit. 
And of the resurrection he says: 
“Again he is setting forth the truth 
of history by means of stories which 
are not in their details intended to be 
literally true.” 


A book which questions so candidly 
the historical reliability of Scripture 
is not to be recommended to the aver- 
age Christian, and only to the mature 
Christian with the warning that it be 
used with great care and discretion. 


THE FIRST EPISTLE TO THE 
CORINTHIANS, by W. G. H. Simon, 
SCM Press, London. (Distributed by 
Macmillan). 157 pp. $2.50. 


In refreshing contrast to the others, 
this volume has very little of the criti- 
eal approach in it. 


Several references indicate that the 
author believes Paul changed his mind 
about such things as eschatology and 
the place of women from one book to 
the next. Nevertheless, we found this 
commentary to be quite “conservative” 
in its approach to I Corinthians. There 
is a rather full introduction, taking 
up over one third of the text, but the 
commentary on the text is good and 
useful to the average Christian. 


THE EPISTLE TO THE EPHESI- 


ANS, by John A. Allan. SCM Press 
Ltd., London. (Distributed by Mac- 
millan). 143 pp. $2.25. 


Of the volumes before this reviewer, 
this one is the least valuable to the 
Bible believing Christian. 


The author adopts the view of Dr. 
E. J. Goodspeed and others of a non- 
Pauline authorship of the Epistle. He 
also sees the main theme of the epistle 
to be that of the unity of the Church. 
There are a number of remarks of a 
disparaging nature regarding Paul’s 
theology, thus reflecting the author’s 
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low view of the inspiration of Scrip- 
ture. His comments on the text are 
brief, and not suggestive. The best 
feature of the book consists of seven 
essays interspersed among the com- 
ments, dealing with special subjects 
mentioned in the text. 


THE EPISTLE OF JAMES, by E. 
C. Blacknam. The Macmillan Com- 
pany, New York, N. Y. 159 pp. $2.50. 


Though the author of this volume 
has some question about the authorship 
of the Epistle of James, and also some 
question about its dating, neverthe- 
less this is a helpful commentary on 
James. There are selected special 
notes, and homiletic summaries inter- 
spersed through the text, which also 
enhance the value of this commentary. 


—(Rev.) Morton H. Smith 
Jackson, Miss. 





BOOK BRIEFS 


THE VICTORY LIFE IN PSALM 119, 
by S. Franklin Logsdon. Moody Colportage 
Library No. 411, Chicago. Paper, 127 pp. 
The author sees upward stages in Christian 
experience in the various sections of the 
longest psalm in Scripture. He develops 
these in a series of helptul devotional 
meditations on the spiritual life. 39 cents 


GREAT SERMONS BY GREAT 
PREACHERS, compiled by Peter F. Gun- 
ther. Moody Colportage Library No. 56, 
Chicago. Paper, 159 pp. Moody, Jonathan 
Edwards, John Wesley, George Whitefield, 
Billy Graham, Charles G. Finney, Charles 
H. Spurgeon and Handley C. G. Moule are 
those represented in this brief but inspiring 
collection of classic sermons. 59 cents 


KING OF THE WEST SIDE, by William 
Heuman. Wm. B. Eerdmans Co., Grand 
Rapids. 140 pp. $2.50. A Christian novel 
about a prize fighter and life on the streets 
and in the alleys of a big city. Many 
Christian novels are dull. This one makes 
interesting and convincing reading. 








For all who love to study the Bible— 


A new book by 


G. CAMPBELL 
MORGAN 


With wondrous new clarity and triumph, the 
beloved “Prince of Expositors” depicts in this 
book—never before published—how each part of God’s Holy Word forms 





a perfect unity. 


These timeless, vividly phrased messages provide a unique and compelling 


narrative interpretation of the Bible in its entirety . . 


. of the essential 


purpose and place of every Bible Book in the glorious harmony of God’s 


unfolding message. 














SAVE $1.00 
—ORDER TODAY! 


Order this significant 
new book now at the spe- 
cial pre-publication price 
of only $4.50. Don’t delay! 
After May 21, 1961, this 
same book will cost you 
$1.00 more—$5.50, 


| Please enter my order for _ . 
THE UNFOLDING MESSAGE OF THE 
BIBLE by G. Campbell Morgan at the spe- 
cial pre-publication price of $4.50 per copy. 
(Price after May 21, 1961: $5.50). 


[1] Charge my account [) Payment enclosed 
Add sales tax where applicable. 


P= MAIL TO YOUR CHRISTIAN BOOKSELLER== == == ay 


copies of 


















Zone__State____ 





regular price. Just fill I Name 
out the coupon, mail 
to your bookstore. . Address 
A Revell i City- 
Publication 





' MARCH 15, 
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MINISTERS 


Frank Vandergrift from Birming- 
ham, Alabama to Eufaula, Alabama. 


Roy W. Coker, Rt. 3, Abbeville, S. 
C., will move to Cross Hill, S. C., 
to be pastor of the Liberty Spring 
church and Superintendent of Home 
Missions for S. C. Presbytery. 

J. W. MacElree, formerly of Versail- 
les, Ky., has become pastor of the 
Lake Norfolk field, in East Arkan- 
sas Presbytery. 

Russell Nees, from Gamaliel, Ark., 
to Athens, Louisiana. 

J. H. Buzhardt, from Gastonia, N. 
C., to Ninety-Six, S. C. 

John M. Handley, from the River- 
side church, Jacksonville, Fla., to 
the new Covenant church, also of 
Jacksonville. 

Ralph E. McCaskill, Sr., (H. R.), has 
become pastor of the newly organ- 
ized New Philadelphia church, 
Quincy, Fla. 

Ernest T. Thompson, Jr., from Shel- 
by, N. C., to the Seigle Ave. church, 
Charlotte, N. C. 

Bridge W. Edwards, from Dublin, 
Ga., to Dallas, Tex., where he will 
develop a new work. 

Joseph H. Carter, from Lees-McRae 
College, to be executive secretary 
of the Mitchell College foundation. 
Albert Grady Harris, (H. R.) is 
serving as interim pastor of the 
First Church, Gadsden, Ala. 
Cheves K. Ligon, Southern Pines, 
N. C., has become executive secre- 
tary of Fayetteville Presbytery. 


DEATHS 


Charles Douglas Whiteley, retired 
pastor of the Second Church, Albe- 





FOR RENT: July and August 
Nicely furnished, large, year-round 
Montreat Completely auto- 
matic heat. One block from rear of 
Will accommodate a church 
group. (Previously Armisted Home). 
Call or write Rev. G. W. Heaton, 306 
Winecoff Road, Concord, North Caro- 
lina, Phone ST 2-3526. 


home. 
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marle, N. C., died of a heart attack 
Jan. 4, 1961. He was a minister 
of the Presbyterian Church 43 years. 
Howard H. Gordon, First Church, 
Waynesboro, Va., died unexpectedly 
of a stroke, Feb. 19. 


LETTERS 


IT GROWS ON YOU 


Approximately a year ago the Jour- 
nal began to appear in my mailbox. 
I was not especially interested, but 
since it was costing me nothing I al- 
lowed it to continue coming. Oc- 
casionally I would casually glance 
through a copy, reading whatever hap- 
pened to strike my eye. 


The Journal continued coming, and 
I continued reading; except that grad- 
ually I found I was reading more and 
more. My spiritual life began to deep- 
en, and my theological acumen began 
to sharpen, until now I find myself 
almost in full accord with everything 
in the Journal. At the present time 
I am reading and enjoying the entire 
magazine. 


—Rev. Charles J. Mills 
Richmond, Mo. 





YOU CAN WITNESS 
TO ROMAN CATHOLICS 


Your editorial on “Dialogue” (Feb. 
15) interested me. Having been mar- 
ried to a Roman Catholic for twenty 
five years, I am deeply interested in 
reaching the Christians in the Roman 
Church. They can and are being 
reached by the Word; there can be 
fellowship in Christ in a divided home. 
“If we walk in the light as He is in 
the light, we shall have fellowship with 
one another.”” The non-Catholic Chris- 
tian has to learn and practice meek- 
ness and patience . . . Catholics are 
being encouraged, even urged to read 
the Scriptures; we have the Word of 
Christ that His sheep hear His voice 
and they follow; another they will not 
follow. I believe in my heart that we 
are at a time when we should pray for 
Catholic Christians fervently and faith- 
fully. 


—West Virginia 


As we have repeatedly said, Chris- 
from different denominations 
can have greater fellowship, sometimes, 
than members of one denomination can 
In the modern 


tians 


have with each other. 












Church movements, 








there are those 
for whom “dialogue” means Christian 
fellowship; there are others for whom 
it means politics 
power.—Ed. 


and ecclesiastical 





BARBS AND BOUQUETS 


No longer want your publication as 
it is no longer Christian. 


—Shelby G. Read 
Big Spring, Tex. 





I noticed that you had been taken 
to task for your review of the LAY. 
MAN’S BIBLE COMMENTARY. | 
cannot help sending you a note of en- 
couragement, for your review certain- 
ly was correct. Some friends gave me 
the first volume and in looking over 
the Introduction I felt so uncomfor- 
table . . . I returned it and took anoth- 
er book in its place. 


—Mrs. Robert S. Lanier 
Pineville, N. C. 





Do not wait until it is dark to grope 
your way home. 
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OW ABOUT the Sunday School 
lesson material you are using? 

Does it proclaim a living, loving 

” Saviour who alone is able to re- 
deem sinful man? Do you have 
lessons leading up to Easter to 
prepare hearts in advance for the 
great resurrection message, ‘He 

Lives’? Is every phase of the hour 

interrelated and correlated to em- 

phasize ONE great Bible truth for 
the day? If not, it will pay you to 
investigate the Scripture Press 

TOTAL-HOUR Teaching Plan that 

fills every minute of the Sunday 

School period with Christ-centered 

Bible learning every week. 

FREE FILMSTRIP 
“Redeeming the Time” 
shows how to make the 
Easter hour, and every other 
Sunday School hour count 
for eternity. Send in your 
reservation for it now! Indi- 
cate first and second choice 
dates. 
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